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Table 16: Summary of Part 5.3 – Noise 

Section Description 

Division 1, 
Regulation 113 

States that a person who conducts a prediction, measurement, assessment or analysis of 
noise within a noise sensitive area for the purposes of the Act or these Regulations, must 
conduct the prediction, measurement, assessment or analysis in accordance with the Noise 
Protocol. 

Division 3 Applies to noise from commercial, industrial and trade premises 

Regulation 116 Defines the day, evening and night period as follows: 

• Day: 0700 to 1800 hrs, Monday – Saturday  

• Evening: 1800 to 2200 hrs, Monday – Saturday 
  0700 to 2200 hrs, Sunday and Public Holidays 

• Night: 2200 to 0700 hrs the next day, Monday – Sunday  

Regulation 117 In this Division, when the level of noise emitted from commercial, industrial and trade 
premises is assessed, the following sources of noise that could be expected at the 
proposed facility must not be taken into account: 

• Voices  

• Construction or demolition activity on building sites 

• Intruder, emergency or safety alarms or sirens 

• Equipment used in relation to an emergency 

• Non-commercial vehicles (except for maintenance activities). 

Regulation 118 Defines noise as being unreasonable if it exceeds the Noise Protocol limits or the 
alternative assessment criteria that apply at an alternative assessment location. 

Defines the lowest base noise limits as follows: 

• Major urban area: Day:  45 dB Leff 

   Evening:  40 dB Leff  
   Night:  35 dB Leff  

• Rural area:   Day:  45 dB Leff 
   Evening:  37 dB Leff  
   Night:  32 dB Leff  

The noise limit for commercial, industrial and trade premises for the night period must not 
exceed 55 dB Leff. 

Regulation 119 If multiple existing or proposed premises emit noise that contributes to the effective noise 
level at a noise sensitive receiver, all reasonable steps must be taken by the premises’ 
management to ensure the combined noise level does not exceed the noise limit. 

Regulation 120 This regulation essentially identifies that tonal aspects of noise must be considered when 
considering unreasonable noise for section 3(1)(a)(v) of the Act. The Noise Protocol 
provides a method of assessing tonal characteristics of noise from commercial, industrial 
and trade premises, with additional guidance on low frequency noise available in 
EPA Victoria Publication 1996 Noise guideline – assessing low frequency noise.  

Regulation 121 Noise emitted from commercial, industrial and trade premises is prescribed to be 
aggravated noise if it exceeds the noise limits by more than 15 dB, or the following if 
lower:  

• 75 dB Leff during the day, 

• 70 dB Leff during the evening, or 

• 65 dB Leff during the night. 
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